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Il livello linguistico degli esercizi è indicato secondo i criteri del Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages.

A1
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B1

C1
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C2

iː bee

ı it
ɛ bed

æ and

ɑː car

ɒ box

ɔː ball

ʊ book

uː blue

ʌ cup

ɜː bird

ɘ mother

k car

j yes

θ thank

ð that

z zero

ʃ ship

ʒ leisure

ʧ chair

ʤ jewel

ŋ king
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Match the vocabulary (1-8) with the correct definition (a-h).

WALES
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PRE-INTERMEDIATE

A2

Unit 1

PAGE 8

VOCABULARY	 1.1

1) lamb a) related to Wales

2) stadium b) the part of the land that is near the sea

3) match c) a big building where you can see sports events

4) dragon d) a game of sports between two people or teams

5) Welsh e) meat from a sheep 

6) coast f) a large, scary animal that can fly and breathe fire

7) versus g) food, usually meat, cooked slowly in a closed pan

8) stew h) against (used especially in a competition)



There is a small village in Wales that has the longest place name in 
the UK and the second longest in the world (the longest place name 
being in New Zealand):
LLANFAIRPWLLGWYNGYLLGOGERYCHWYRNDROBWLLLLANTYSILIOGOGOGOCH

The Welsh word translates roughly as "St. Mary's Church in the hollow 
of the white hazel near the rapid whirlpool of Llandysilio of the red cave"!

Unit 1

SpeakUp / September 20224

TRUE OR FALSE?	 1.2

Read and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

T F
1) Wales is a country in the United Kingdom next to 

England.

2) There is one national park in Wales.

3) Fifty per cent of Welsh people live in Cardiff.

4) You can go to concerts and sports matches at the 
Millennium Stadium.

5) At the National Eisteddfod people sing in English.

6) Everyone in Wales speaks Welsh.

7) Villages, towns and cities in Wales have two names.

8) Every year an unusual type of race takes place in the 
tiny town of Llanwrtyd Wells.

9) Bog snorkelling is a sporting event that takes place 
annually in Cardiff.

10) The red dragon is a symbol of Wales.

»»



GRAMMAR	 1.3

Unit 1

In the article we found There are lots of sheep in Wales. In the English 
language some plurals are irregular: for example, the plural form of the 
word sheep is the same as the singular form. 
Write the corresponding plural form of the following nouns.

IRREGULAR PLURALS

»»

	 9)	 deer	 ...................................................................................

	10)	 analysis	 ...................................................................................

	11)	 alumni	 ...................................................................................

	12)	 curriculum	 ...................................................................................

	13)	 person	 ...................................................................................

	14)	 tuna	 ...................................................................................

	15)	 policeman	 ...................................................................................

	16)	 aircraft	 ...................................................................................

	1)	ox	 ...............................................................................

	2)	foot	 ...............................................................................

	3)	mouse	 ...............................................................................

	4)	fish	 ...............................................................................

	5)	cactus	 ...............................................................................

	6)	goose	 ...............................................................................

	7)	crisis	 ...............................................................................

	8)	tooth	 ...............................................................................
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VOCABULARY	 1.2

Unit 1

RECIPE	 1.4

You don’t have to be Welsh to enjoy these cakes, simply 
irresistible with their unique tender and melt-in-your-
mouth texture, enriched with sweet currants. 
They’re incredibly easy to make and 
better eaten still warm and 
dusted in sugar. Welsh

Cakes

Method

Ф	 Combine in a bowl flour, sugar, spices, 

	 baking powder, salt.  

Ф	 With your fingers mix in the butter until the mixture 

	 resembles coarse crumbs.

Ф	 Add the currants and the beaten egg.

Ф	 Add a little milk as needed until you have a soft dough.

Ф	 Wrap the dough and refrigerate for 30 minutes.

Ф	 Roll the dough out onto a lightly floured work surface about ½ cm thick.  

Ф	 Cut out rounds about 5cm in diameter and gather up any trimmings, 

knead together and roll out again to cut more rounds.

Ф	 Lightly butter a flat iron pan and place over medium heat.

Ф	 Cook on each side about 3 minutes until they are golden brown and have 

risen slightly.

Ф	 Remove the Welsh cakes from the pan and let them cool.

Ф	 Delicious eaten while a little warm with butter and jam, or just sprinkled 

with sugar. SpeakUp / September 20226

Ingredients

•	 250g flour

•	 60g caster sugar (plus extra for sprinkling)

•	 ½ teaspoon spices (cinnamon and nutmeg)

•	 ½ teaspoon baking powder

•	 ¼ teaspoon salt

•	 80g butter, cut into small pieces

•	 extra butter for cooking

•	 50g dried currants

•	 1 egg, beaten

•	 2 tablespoons milk



Find the words in the article that mean the following. The words can be 
written in any direction.

PAGE 10

LOWER INTERMEDIATE

B1

Unit 2

WORDSEARCH	 2.1

ISAAC
NEWTON
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M R M F N B Q U Z O N S C Y J L

Y T C B Z X L Y Q S P D Q R G X

P L A G U E O I F O B T L K C O

J L R L G C X Z X J P C I I V E

Y V I I L Y O M J C A E V C V X

E W A G V S Z L I B P Q P B S E

T A I P H A Y O L R E C S P Y D

H G H N V T L F F E R I R J G I

E V N N D L X R R M A O U A J S

O S U E E M X B Y O V G R L H C

R C T E L R I E Z T X S U U O O

Y B H D W E Z L Z I D U H E P V

D W U L X K N L L O B Z K X M E

O E O E K I I S V N R T Y N F R

S T U L I M N L Q N R O E H G Y

S U V A E P P E T A X O V B U I

❖	MOVIMENTO, MOTO
❖	MULINO A VENTO
❖	ARTICOLO (SCIENTIFICO) 
❖	COLLEGA
❖	AGO
❖	PESTE
❖	TEORIA

❖	RIVALITÀ
❖	SCOPERTA 
❖	LENTE
❖	OTTICA
❖	LUCE
❖	SPECCHIO
❖	RUOTA



READING COMPREHENSION	 2.2

Unit 2

Read the article and complete the sentences choosing one of the options.

SpeakUp / September 20228

	 1)	 Newton was born in Woolsthorpe, Lincolnshire,

		  a 	 in 1642.	

		  b 	 in 1727.

	 2)	 He grew up with

		  a 	 his stepfather.	

		  b 	 his grandmother.

	 3)	 He attended

		  a 	 University of Lincoln.	

		  b 	 Cambridge University.

	 4)	 In 1665 the university he was attending had to close

		  a 	 because of the war.

		  b 	 because of the plague.

	 5)	 Isaac Newton devised a reflecting telescope

		  a 	 using lenses instead of mirrors.

		  b 	 using mirrors instead of lenses.

	 6)	 A bitter rivalry developed between Newton and

		  a 	 Gottfried Leibniz.	

		  b 	 Albert Einstein.

	 7)	 Isaac Newton became very famous in 1687 after

		  a 	 publishing The Principia.

		  b 	 being elected president at the Royal Society.



VOCABULARY	 2.3

Unit 2
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In the article are mentioned Newton's mother, father, grandmother and stepfather. 
Let's revise some vocabulary. What do you call the following family members? 

	 1)	 Your father’s sister is your ....................................................................................

	 2)	 Your uncle’s child is your ....................................................................................

	 3)	 Your spouse’s mother is your .................................................................................... 

	 4)	 Your sibling’s son is your ....................................................................................

	 5)	 Your daughter’s husband is your ....................................................................................

	 6)	 Your son’s child is your ....................................................................................

	 7)	 Your stepfather’s son is your ....................................................................................

	 8)	 Your spouse’s father is your ....................................................................................

	 9)	 The collective word for brothers and sisters is ....................................................................................

	 10)	 Your husband or wife is your ....................................................................................

	 11)	 The members of your spouse’s family are your ....................................................................................

	 12) 	Your sibling’s daughter is your ....................................................................................

	 13)	 Your son’s wife is your ....................................................................................

	 14)	 Your mother’s spouse (if he isn’t your biological father) is your .....................................................



TRIVIA TIME!	 2.4

Unit 2
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		  1)	 JOHANN GUTENBERG

		    phonograph	   mechanical printing	   X-ray machine

		  2)	 THOMAS EDISON

		    barometer	   roll film 	   phonograph

		  3)	 CHARLES MACINTOSH

		    sewing machine	   waterproof raincoat	   petrol-powdered automobile

		  4)	 JOHN PEMBERTON

		    bifocal glasses	   Coca-Cola	   battery

		  5)	 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

		    bifocal glasses	   telegraph	   periodic table

		  6)	 ALFRED NOBEL

		    kaleidoscope	   dynamite	   vulcanization of rubber 

		  7)	 TIM BERNERS-LEE

		    automatic handgun	   World Wide Web	   steam turbine 

		  8)	 ALEXANDER FLEMING

		    induction motor	   penicillin	   modern ballpoint pen

		  9)	 ORVILLE AND WILBUR WRIGHT

		    telescope	   hot-air balloon	   powered airplane

		 10)	 GUGLIELMO MARCONI

		    radiotelegraphy	   gramophone	   incandescent light bulb

		 11)	 J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER

		    bicycle	   atomic bomb	   typewriter

The following people are associated with the invention of what? 
Test yourself with this quiz.



 Insert the vowels to complete the following nouns used in the article.
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LOWER INTERMEDIATE

B1

Unit 3

VOCABULARY	 3.1

THE 
COCA-COLA 
BOTTLE

	 1)	 cntnr	 ....................................................................................

	 2)	 cltr	 ....................................................................................

	 3)	 bttl	 ....................................................................................

	 4)	 fntn	 ....................................................................................

	 5)	 phrmcst	 ....................................................................................

	 6)	 cmpttr	 ....................................................................................

	 7)	 cmpny	 ....................................................................................

	 8)	 nvrnmntlst    ....................................................................................

	 9)	 msr	 ....................................................................................

	10)	 llstrtn	 ....................................................................................

	11)	 ccn	 ....................................................................................

	12)	 dcd	 ....................................................................................

	13)	 prdct	 ....................................................................................

	14)	 mgzn	 ....................................................................................

	15)	 frml	 ....................................................................................
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION	 3.2

Unit 3

	 1)	 Coca-Cola was invented in 1886 by Dr. John Pemberton, a 		
		  .............................................................. in Atlanta, Georgia.

	 2)	 The original recipe for Coca-Cola contained .............................................................. .

	 3)	 At first the drink was only available from soda .............................................................. .

	 4)	 The Coca-Cola Company sold the first Coke in .............................................................. only 

		  in 1899.

	 5)	 The first Coke bottles were simple glass bottles and Coca-Cola’s 		
		  .............................................................. often imitated them.

	 6)	 The iconic Coca-Cola bottle had assumed its current .............................................................. 	
		  by the 1950s.

	 7)	 The Coca-Cola Company invited ten glass .............................................................. to 	 	
		  design a new, more distinctive bottle.

	 8)	 The new bottle was inspired by the curves and grooves of a 		
		  .............................................................. bean.

	 9)	 It soon became known as the “.............................................................. Bottle”.

	10)	 It was the first product to feature on the .............................................................. of Time 	
		  magazine.

	11)	 Andy Warhol painted a series of Coca-Cola bottles to represent 		
		  .............................................................. culture.

	12)	 In 2009 the Coca-Cola Company introduced the first fully 		
		  .............................................................. PET plastic bottle.

	13)	 Coca-Cola is introducing .............................................................. caps to its plastic bottles to 	
		  make the recycling of them easier.

Listen and complete the following sentences.

SpeakUp / September 202212



READING COMPREHENSION	 3.3

Unit 3

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS ABOUT COCA-COLA

The earlier Coca-Cola glass bottle designers were inspired by "an illustration of a cocoa 

bean" that the researchers found when they went to the library to find some ideas. 

But there's no cocoa in the soda: Coke was made with ingredients from the coca plant, 

not the cocoa plant! 

The 1980s Coca-Cola became the first soft drink to be consumed in space. In 1985, astronauts drank Coke aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger from special Coca-Cola space cans, according to the company.

In 1985, in the hope of revitalising the brand, the Coca-Cola Company introduced the “New Coke”, a new formula that was to replace the original Coca Cola. Consumers however weren't happy with it, and after just 79 days the company brought back "Coca-Cola Classic". This disastrous attempt has been defined as “the biggest marketing blunder of all time”.

With an average daily consumption of 2.2 litres of Coca-Cola, some indigenous regions of Chiapas have the highest rates of Coca-Cola consumption in Mexico, possibly in the world. 

There are just two countries in the world where Coca-Cola cannot be bought or sold 

since the company doesn’t officially operate there. They are Cuba and North Korea, 

that are under US trade embargoes (Cuba since 1962 and North Korea since 1950).

Coke fans don’t just sip it over ice: Cola chicken has become a popular dish and another favourite is Coca-Cola cake, a fudgy chocolate cake enriched with the sweet taste of Coke. 

There are no other logos with the Coca-Cola “font” because, in 1893, the company 

registered the trademark for “Spencerian script” with the U.S. Patent Office. So 

Coca Cola trademarks and Coca Cola logos may only be used in conjunction with 

goods produced by Coca Cola or with the express prior approval of Coca Cola.

In 2007, Joya Williams, 42, former Coca-Cola secretary, received an eight-year 

prison sentence for trying to sell Coke's secrets to PepsiCo for at least $1.5 
million. Williams allegedly tried to send "confidential documents and samples 
of products" from Coke to rival Pepsi, but it seems that Pepsi went to the FBI 

rather than accepting the trade secrets.

SpeakUp / September 2022 13

At the beginning of the Nineteenth century, Coca-Cola was advertised as “the Great National Temperance beverage" for "temperance people", and was sold as an alternative to alcohol.



Choose one word from the left and one from the right to recreate expressions 
used in the article.
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LOWER INTERMEDIATE

B1

Unit 4

VOCABULARY	 4.1

GUERNSEY

continental

Channel

tidal

tax

financial

Middle
flower

British

dairy
World

legislative

farming

Ages

Crown

growing

War

Islands

haven

movement

services

assembly

Europe
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION	 4.2

Unit 4

Listen and answer the following questions.
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	1)	 Where is Guernsey situated?

		  ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

	2)	 What's the largest of the Channel Islands?

		  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 	

	3)	 Is Guernsey part of the United Kingdom?

		  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 	

	4)	 What was the name given to the island by the Romans?

		  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 	

	5)	 When was the island part of the Duchy of Normandy?

		  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 	

	6)	 When did England lose control of Normandy?

		  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 	

	7)	 When was Guernsey occupied by the Nazi Germans?

		  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 	

	8)	 How many Guernsey residents were evacuated to Britain before the 
		  occupation?

		  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 	

	9)	 How long did the German occupation last?

		  ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

	10)	 What's Guernsey's capital?

		  ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



GRAMMAR	 4.3

Unit 4

Complete the sentences with the missing prepositions.

	 1)	 ............................. Jersey, Guernsey is the second largest of the Channel Islands.

	 2)	 Guernsey is situated in the English Channel, ............................. Britain and France.

	 3)	 The island is located 48 kilometres west ............................. Normandy.

	 4)	 The Channel Islands were the only part of the British Empire to be 	

		  occupied ............................. the Nazi German forces during WWII.

	 5)	 More than six thousand years ago the rising seas separated Britain 	

		  ............................. the rest of Europe.

	 6)	 The population of Guernsey is now mainly ............................. Norman descent. 

	 7)	 ............................. the German occupation, 17,000 Guernsey residents were 	

		  evacuated to Britain.

	 8)	 The islanders’ nightmare ended ............................. May 9, 1945.

	 9)	 ............................. May 1945, the Germans surrendered to British troops.

	10)	 Tourism has been important ............................. Guernsey since the early 19th 	

		  century.

	11)	 Today, watersports are growing ............................. popularity.

	12)	 Financial services employ six thousand ............................. Guernsey’s population.

	13)	 Recently, the EU has talked of putting the island ............................. their blacklist 	

				    of tax havens. 

					     14)  Guernsey is home to Britain’s oldest surviving 	

					             letter box, dating back ............................. 1853.

16 SpeakUp / September 2022



PAGE 20

ADVANCED

C1

Unit 5

ODD ONE OUT	 5.1

LITTLE ITALY

1)	 nostalgic ◊ overdue ◊ sentimental ◊ homesick 

2)	 equivalent ◊ sizeable ◊ big ◊ large 

3)	 indelible ◊ permanent ◊ cursed ◊ lasting 

4)	 authentic ◊ genuine ◊ needy ◊ original

5)	 best-known ◊ inimitable ◊ famous ◊ renowned

6)	 cramped ◊ narrow ◊ tight ◊ sore

7)	 distinctive ◊ leading ◊ characteristic ◊ defining 

8)	 thick ◊ strong ◊ marked ◊ hinted

9)	 sticky ◊ close ◊ near ◊ adjacent 

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

work long hours

lavorare a lungo,

lavorare fino a tardi

Find the adjective that doesn't belong to the group.
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VOCABULARY	 5.2

Unit 5

Find in the first part of the article the words that correspond to the following 
definitions.
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	1)	   .................................................................................  	 �All the features and traditions that have been
			   transmitted from the past or handed down by 	
			   tradition from one generation to the other.

	2)	   ................................................................................. 	 Ability to recover quickly from adversity, illness, 	
			   misfortune, troubles and so on.

	3)	   ................................................................................. 	 District or community within a town where 	
			   people live; surroundings.

	4)	   ................................................................................. 	 Way of pronouncing a language characteristic   	
			   of the speech of a person, a geographical area   	
			   or a social class.

	5)	   ................................................................................. 	 Someone who moves to a different country in 	
			   order to settle there.

	6)	   ................................................................................. 	 Large building shared by multiple dwellings, 	
			   often intended for rent and usually meeting 	
			   minimum standards of comfort.



Listen to the interview and complete the sentences choosing one of the options.

LISTENING COMPREHENSION 	 5.3

Unit 5
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	 1)	 Stefano Morello's great-grandmother was

		  a 	 a peasant.

		  b 	 a seamstress.

		  c 	 a skilled worker.

	 2)	 In 1913, Stefano Morello's grandmother

		  a 	 died.

		  b 	 emigrated to America.

		  c 	 was FIVE years old.

	 3)	 Between 1900 and 1910

		  a 	 2 million Italians emigrated to the United States.

		  b 	 2 million Italians settled in Lower Manhattan.

		  c 	 2 hundred thousand Italians emigrated to the United States.

	 4)	 Starting in the 1930s, the dream of many Italian Americans was

		  a 	 to own a small business.

		  b 	 to own some land.

		  c 	 to own a home.

	 5)	 In the 1950s, the so-called reformers pushed 

		  a 	 to disperse Little Italy in order to favour assimilation.

		  b 	 to create better living conditions for all immigrants.

		  c 	 to imitate the behaviour of German immigrants.



Put the words in the correct order to make questions, 
then provide the answer.

PAGE 38

ADVANCED

C1

Unit 6

READING COMPREHENSION	 6.1

MARILYN 
MONROE 
REMEMBERED

	1)	 title / on / film / Marilyn / new / of / Monroe / What’s /
 		  the / the / ?

 	..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

	2)	 based / film / What / is / on / the / ?

 	...............................................................................................................................................................................................................

	3)	 role / of / Marilyn / the / on / the / Monroe / in / Who / 
 		  movie / takes / ?

 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

	4)	 original / Monroe’s / was / name / Marilyn / What / ?

 	...............................................................................................................................................................................................................

	5)	 was / year / born / What / she / ?

 ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................

	6)	 she / died / How / when / old / was / she / ?

 ............................................................................................................................................................................................................

	7)	 Fan / Marilyn / founded / When / was / Remembered /
 		  Club / the / ?

 	.............................................................................................................................................................................................................

	8)	 end / Marilyn / Schreiner / her / wanted / life / that / 
		  Monroe / Does / think / Greg / to / ?

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................

SpeakUp / September 202220



VOCABULARY 	 6.2

Unit 6
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Match the following words related to movies (1-18) with their definition (a-r).

1) voice over a) music background in the film

2) blooper b) office where tickets or admission are sold

3) sequel
c) captions displayed at the bottom of the screen 

(usually in another language)

4) cast d) minor actor in the crowd scenes

5) soudtrack
e) person in charge of the financial arrangements to 

make a film

6) special effect f) photographer who operates a movie camera

7) box office
g) computer graphics or technical skills used to 

produce scenes that cannot be achieved by 
conventional techniques

8) costumer h) sound (not voice or music) to create an effect 

9) dubbing i) someone who designs (or supplies) clothing

10) stuntman j) movie that continues the story of a previous version

11) remake
k) process of replacing the original speech with 

speech recorded in a different language 

12) cameraman
l) movie containing events which precede those of an 

existing movie

13) trailer m) person who performs dangerous scenes for an actor

14) director n) modern version of an existing film

15) producer o) short extract from the film shown to advertise it

16) subtitles p) person in charge of making a movie

17) prequel q) narration in a film by an unseen speaker

18) sound effect r) all the actors in a film

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

go for the underdog

essere dalla parte dello svantaggiato



Some of the following words, all taken from the article, have a spelling 
mistake. Find it and rewrite the correct form.

PAGE 52

LOWER INTERMEDIATE

B1

Unit 7

SPOT THE MISTAKE!	 7.1

CRICKET
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	 1)	 aristocrasy	 ............................................................	

	 2)	 style	 ............................................................	

	 3)	 gambling	 ............................................................	

	 4)	 backround	 ............................................................	

	 5)	 patronage	 ............................................................	

	 6)	 technik	 ............................................................	

	 7)	 consens	 ............................................................	

	 8)	 sofisticated	 ............................................................

	 9)	 ground	 ............................................................	

	10)	 shortend	 ............................................................	

	11)	 handle	 ............................................................	

12)	referense	 ............................................................	

13)	etimologist	 ............................................................	

14)	medieval	 ............................................................	

15)	equippment	 ............................................................	

16)	soutern	 ............................................................	

17)	growth	 ............................................................	

18)	recruit	 ............................................................	

19)	obvius	 ............................................................	

20)	straigthened	............................................................	

21)	rivality	 ............................................................	

22)	complexity	 ............................................................	



TRUE OR FALSE?	 7.2

Unit 7
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T F NG

1) Cricket is a complex sport with many rules and a precise 
dress code.

2) It is one of the most popular sports in the world with 
more than 2.5 thousand followers all over the world.

3) Cricket had started as an adult’s game in the 16th 
century.

4) At the beginning, a stone was used in the place of a ball, 
and the players used a simple bat shaped from a branch.

5) Cricket began to emerge as a popular pastime in 17th 
century France.

6) The first recorded women's cricket match took place in 
Surrey.

7) It is known that in 1697 cricket in Sussex could attract 
stakes of 50 guineas.

8) The first written “Laws of Cricket” were drawn up in 
1744.

9) Cricket was introduced to North America via the British 
colonies as early as the 15th century.

10) The first ever international cricket game was played 
between the USA and Canada in 1844 at the St George's 
Cricket Club in New York. 

11) Through the British Empire the game was spread to many 
nations all over the world.

12) Twenty20 (T20) is a shortened game format of cricket.

13) Despite cricket being such a very popular sport, it has 
only been played at the Olympics once.

Listen and decide whether the following pieces of information are true (T), 
false (F) or not given (NG).
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UPPER INTERMEDIATE

B2

Unit 8

CROSSWORD	 8.1

GILEAD
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Complete the crossword by filling in a noun used in the article that means:

ACROSS	 2	 rovina 
	 6	 razza 
	 7	 polvere 
	 8	 saggezza 
	 12	 tomba
	 13	 ateo
	 14	 profondità
	 16	 avversità, stenti

DOWN�	 1	 esistenza 
	 3	 scrittore 
	 4	 coraggio 
	 5	 viaggio 
	 9	 morte 
	10	 fede

	 11	 avvertimento
	 15	 saggio

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

draw to a close

volgere al termine



READING COMPREHENSION	 8.2

Unit 8
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Listen to the article and fill in the table with information about Marilynne 
Robinson and his book Gilead. 

BORN IN (YEAR) ................................................................................................................................

NATIONALITY ................................................................................................................................

FIRST NOVEL (TITLE) ................................................................................................................................

PUBLISHED IN ................................................................................................................................

SECOND NOVEL (TITLE) ................................................................................................................................

SET IN (YEAR) ................................................................................................................................

SET IN (PLACE) ................................................................................................................................

MAIN CHARACTER ................................................................................................................................

HIS PROFESSION ................................................................................................................................

HIS BROTHER'S NAME ................................................................................................................................

HIS BEST FRIEND'S NAME ................................................................................................................................

OTHER NOVELS BY M. ROBINSON ................................................................................................................................

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

it's a backwater

è un luogo isolato, remoto



Listen and write the numbers (1-14) next to the sentences to provide the 
correct sequence of events.
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ADVANCED

C1

Unit 9

LISTENING COMPREHENSION	 9.1

THE RIGHT 
MESSAGE
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	 	 a)	 Then she enters a tea shop and sits at the nearest table.

	 	 b)	 She returns to the beach, write on a piece of paper: “This person 	
				   needs help. Is there anything you can do?”

	 	 c)	 The paper is wrapped around two coins.

	 	 d)	 She puts her note and the original message in the glass bottle 
				   and throws it into the sea.

	 	 e)	 On the table she notices a scrap of paper under the saucer.

	 	 f)	 She enters a second-hand bookshop.

	 	 g)	 She puts back the note and the two coins under the saucer and 	
				   moves to a different table.

	 	 h)	 The message in capital letters reads: “I WANT A GOOD JOB!”

	 	 i)	 On the inside cover of a book she finds the last message that 
				   says: “Martin Beale’s book. Hands off!”

	 	 j)	 The woman finds a glass bottle half-buried in the sand.

	 	 k)	 On it someone had written: “This is for the waitress with red hair, 	
				   NOT for you!”

	 	 l) 	 Two girls arrive and sit down at the table, find the note and the 	
				   coins and take the money.

	 	 m)	 She picks it up and discovers that it contains a folded piece of 	
				   paper.

	 	 n)	 The note is accompanied by a penny coin.

1



SONG	 9.2

Unit 9
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Message in a Bottle is a song written by Sting, who was lead singer and bassist 
of The Police. It was released in 1979 from their second album, Reggatta de 
Blanc, and was the first of their five number-one singles in the English charts. 
Look for the song on YouTube and complete the missing words.

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE
Just a castaway, an island lost at (1) .......................................... , oh
Another (2) .......................................... day, with no one here but me, oh
More loneliness than any (3) .......................................... could bear
Rescue me (4) .......................................... I fall into despair, oh

I'll send an S.O.S. to the (5) ..........................................
I'll send (6) .......................................... S.O.S. to the world
I (7) .......................................... that someone gets my
I hope that (8) .......................................... gets my
I hope that someone gets (9) ..........................................
Message in a (10) .......................................... , yeah
(11) .......................................... in a bottle, yeah

A year has passed since I (12) .......................................... my note
I (13) .......................................... have known this right from the start
Only hope can keep (14) .......................................... together
Love (15) .......................................... mend your life
Or love can (16) .......................................... your heart

I'll (17) .......................................... an S.O.S. to the world
I'll send an (18) ..........................................  to the world
I hope that someone (19) .......................................... my
I hope (20) .......................................... someone gets my
I hope that someone gets (21) ..........................................
Message (22) .......................................... a bottle, yeah (X4)

Walked out this (23) .......................................... , I don't believe what I saw
(24) .......................................... billion bottles washed up on the shore
Seems I'm not (25) .......................................... at being alone
Hundred billion castaways, (26) .......................................... for a home

I'll send an S.O.S. (27) .......................................... the world…

(28) .......................................... out an S.O.S. ...
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DAD, THERE IS A HOLE 

IN MY SHOE.
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A LOT OF PEOPLE 
CRY WHEN THEY CUT AN ONION. 

THE TRICK IS NOT TO FORM 
AN EMOTIONAL BOND.

YES, SON, THAT'S WHERE YOU PUT YOUR FOOT.

NEVER LAUGH 
AT YOUR PARTNER’S 

CHOICES. YOU’RE ONE 
OF THEM.



WALES
Page 3

1.1 VOCABULARY
1) e, 2) c, 3) d, 4) f, 5) a, 6) b, 7) h, 8) g

1.2 TRUE OR FALSE?
1) T, 2) F, 3) F, 4) T, 5) F, 6) F, 7) T, 8) T, 9) F, 10) T

1.3 GRAMMAR
	1) oxen
2) 	feet
3)	 mice
4)	 fish
5)	 cacti
6) 	geese
7) 	crises
8)	 teeth

	 9)	 deer
	10)	 analyses
	11)	 alumnae
	12) 	curricula
	13)	 people
	14)	 tuna
	15)	 policemen
	16)	 aircraft

ISAAC NEWTON
Page 7

2.1 WORDSEARCH

2.2 READING COMPREHENSION 
1)	 1642.
2)	 his grandmother.
3)	 Cambridge University.
4) 	the plague.
5)	 mirrors instead of lenses.
6)	 Gottfried Leibniz.
7)	 publishing The Principia.

2.3 VOCABULARY
	1) aunt
2) 	cousin
3)	 mother-in-law 
4)	 nephew
5)	 son-in-law
6) 	grandchild
7) 	stepbrother

	 8)	 father-in-law
	 9)	 siblings
	10)	 spouse
	11)	 in-laws
	12) 	niece
	13)	 daughter-in-law
	14)	 stepfather

2.4 TRIVIA TIME!
1) mechanical printing, 2) phonograph, 3) waterproof 
raincoat, 4) Coca-Cola, 5) bifocal glasses, 6) dynamite, 
7) World Wide Web, 8) penicillin, 9) powered airplane, 
10) radiotelegraphy, 11) atomic bomb

THE COCA-COLA BOTTLE
Page 11

3.1 VOCABULARY
	 1)	 container				  
	 2)	 culture	
	 3)	 bottle	
	 4)	 fountain
	 5)	 pharmacist
	 6)	 competitor
	 7)	 company
	 8)	 environmentalist
	 9)	 measure
	10)	 illustration
	11)	 cocaine
	12)	 decade	
	13)	 product
	14)	 magazine
	15)	 formula

3.2 LISTENING COMPREHENSION
	 1)	 pharmacist
	 2)	 cocaine
	 3)	 fountains
	 4)	 bottles
	 5)	 competitors
	 6)	 form
	 7)	 companies
	 8)	 cocoa
	 9)	 Contour
	10)	 cover
	11)	 mass
	12)	 recyclable
	13)	 attached

GUERNSEY
Page 14

4.1 VOCABULARY
1) continental Europe, 2) tidal movement, 3) financial 
services, 4) flower growing, 5) dairy farming, 6) Channel 
Islands, 7) tax haven, 8) Middle Ages, 9) British Crown,
10) legislative assembly, 11) World War

4.2 LISTENING COMPREHENSION
	1) In the English Channel. 2) Jersey. 3) No, it’s a British 
Crown Dependency. 4) Sarnia. 5) In the Middle Ages. 
6) In 1204. 7) On June 30, 1940. 8) 17,000. 
9) Five years. 10) St. Peter Port.

4.3 GRAMMAR
1) After, 2) betwen, 3) of, 4) by, 5) from, 6) of, 7) Before, 
8) on, 9) In, 10) to, 11) in, 12) of, 13) on, 14) to
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M R M F N B Q U Z O N S C Y J L

Y T C B Z X L Y Q S P D Q R G X

P L A G U E O I F O B T L K C O

J L R L G C X Z X J P C I I V E

Y V I I L Y O M J C A E V C V X

E W A G V S Z L I B P Q P B S E

T A I P H A Y O L R E C S P Y D

H G H N V T L F F E R I R J G I

E V N N D L X R R M A O U A J S

O S U E E M X B Y O V G R L H C

R C T E L R I E Z T X S U U O O

Y B H D W E Z L Z I D U H E P V

D W U L X K N L L O B Z K X M E

O E O E K I I S V N R T Y N F R

S T U L I M N L Q N R O E H G Y

S U V A E P P E T A X O V B U I



LITTLE ITALY
Page 17

5.1 ODD ONE OUT
1) overdue, 2) equivalent, 3) cursed, 4) needy, 
5) inimitable, 6) sore, 7) leading, 8) hinted, 9) sticky

5.2 VOCABULARY
1) heritage, 2) resilience, 3) neighbourhood, 4) accent, 
5) immigrant, 6) tenement building

5.3 LISTENING COMPREHENSION
1) b, 2) c, 3) a, 4) c, 5) b

MARILYN MONROE REMEMBERED
Page 20

6.1 READING COMPREHENSION
	1)	 What’s the title of the new film on Marilyn Monroe?
		  Blonde.
	2)	 What is the film based on? A 2000 novel by Joyce
		  Carol Oates.
	3)	 Who takes on the role of Marilyn Monroe in the
		  movie? Ana de Armas.
	4)	 What was Marilyn Monroe’s original name? Norma
		  Jeane Mortenson.
	5)	 What year was she born? In 1926.
	6)	 How old was she when she died? 36.
	7)	 When was the Marilyn Remembered Fan Club
		  founded? In 1982.
	8)	 Does Greg Schreiner think that Marilyn Monroe
		  wanted to end her life? No, he doesn't.

6.2 VOCABULARY
1) q, 2) d, 3) j, 4) r, 5) a, 6) g, 7) b, 8) i, 9) k, 10) m, 11) n, 
12) f, 13) o, 14) p, 15) e, 16) c, 17) l, 18) h

CRICKET
Page 22

7.1 SPOT THE MISTAKE!
	 1)	 aristocracy
	 4)	 background
	 6)	 technique
	 7)	 consensus
	 8)	 sophisticated
	10)	 shortened
	12)	 reference
	13)	 etymologist
	15)	 equipment
	16)	 southern
	19)	 obvious
	20)	 straightened
	21)	 rivalry

7.2 TRUE OR FALSE?
1) T, 2) F, 3) F, 4) T, 5) F, 6) T, 7) T, 8) T, 9) F, 10) NG, 
11) T, 12) T, 13) NG

GILEAD
Page 24

8.1 CROSSWORD

8.2 READING COMPREHENSION

THE RIGHT MESSAGE
Page 26

9.1 LISTENING COMPREHENSION
1) j, 2) m, 3) h, 4) n, 5) a, 6) e, 7) c, 8) k, 9) g, 10) l, 11) f, 
12) i, 13) b, 14) d

9.2 SONG
	 (1)	sea
	 (2)	lonely
	 (3)	man
	 (4)	before
	 (5)	world
	 (6)	an
	 (7)	hope
	 (8)	someone
	 (9)	my
	(10)	bottle

(11) Message 
(12) wrote 
(13) should 
(14) me 
(15) can 
(16) break 
(17) send 
(18) S.O.S. 
(19) gets 
(20) that 

(21) my
(22) in
(23) morning
(24) Hundred 
(25) alone 
(26) looking 
(27) to 
(28) Sending 
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BORN IN (YEAR) 1943

NATIONALITY American

FIRST NOVEL (TITLE) Housekeeping

PUBLISHED IN 1980

SECOND NOVEL (TITLE) Gilead

SET IN (YEAR) 1956

SET IN (PLACE) Central US State of Iowa

MAIN CHARACTER Reverend John Ames

HIS PROFESSION Congregationalist pastor

HIS BROTHER'S NAME Edward

HIS BEST FRIEND'S NAME Reverend Robert Boughton

OTHER NOVELS BY M. ROBINSON Home, Lila, Jack
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TEACHER!

Scarica gli esercizi Speak Up
in Class da usare in classe con
i tuoi studenti, sia in modo
individuale sia in gruppo.
Li trovi a questo link:

www.speakuponline.it/speakup-in-class




